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Presidentôs message ï January 2011  
 

Greetings to all; 
 

I hope that your Holiday season was bright & 
wonderful, filled with love and joy. 

  

I am sure it has been a struggle for all of us to try 
& keep our orchids warm, and yikes that electric 
or gas bill.  There so beautiful there worth it. 

  

Our speaker for January 8th will be Robbie 
Robinson.  Mr. Robinson is a well-known orchid 
vendor and speaker.  Mr. Robinson is a highly 
educated person in agriculture and his 
presentation will be the use of coconut husk as a 
medium for growing orchids. 
 

He will have an assortment of plants for sale as 
well. Our club will also offer the sale of 
Phalaenopsis and Dendrobium plants at 
wholesale prices.  Member plant sales will also 
be welcomed.  

 

With a New Year, membership dues are due so 
don't forget to bring your check book.  We have 
one more deal to offer our members. Ena will be 
offering soda (Coke) and an assortment of 
bagged snacks at wholesale prices.  Don't miss 
out on these great savings. 

  

Our club finds itself in a rather unusual 
situation. Our secretary elect has changed her 
mind about being the secretary.  We now need to 
have someone in our membership to step up and 
take the position.  Please contact me at 464-4059 
if you would like to be a part of the leadership 
team. 

  
  

Keep on growing 

Jeanette Grosshans 

President 
 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 

I promise to bring a friend, family member, neighbor, or 

younger generation to a meeting. It is important to contin-

ue the love of the most incredible plant on earth; most of all 

to support your local society by volunteering whatever you 

can because orchid people are ôspecial peopleõ who appre-

ciate natures gift and take the time to smell the flowers.  

Treasurerôs Report 

 

General Fundð$ 1,910.64 

 

Show Accountð$ 3,435.51 

The FPOS Member Pledge! 
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2011 
Board of Directors  

 
President  
   Jeanette Grosshans 
     
   Vice President  
   Ena Vilabrera 
   772.343.7268 
Secretary  
  Open 
Treasurer  
   Paul Morgan 
   772.873.6836 
 
Directors  
  Pam Stephenson  -4 yr 
  Bob Conte - 1 yr 
  Hellen Wagner - 2 yr 
  Jane Appel   -4 yr 
Past President  
  Denise Thomas 
Show Chair  
   Denise Thomas 
Editor  
  Paul Morgan 
   (see above) 

Cruise  
February Get Away 

Aboard Holland America Eurodam 

7 days, Eastern Caribbean 

Feb. 19ð26 
Prices start at $499. p.p. 

Call Faith Conte at 772-461-0735 or email faith222@comcast.net 

From Ft. Lauderdale, Grand Turk, San Juan, St. Thomas, Half Moon Cay 

 Preparing Orchids for Winter 

By Susan Jones (Reprinted from the DECEMBER 2004 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the Ameri-

can Orchid Society. Copyright American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org) 

The onset of shorter days and longer, colder nights heralds winterôs arrival. 

Many factors play into keeping your orchids happy and healthy through this 

time ð finding the right combination of variables can be tricky, especially for 

beginners. The phrase ñproper prior planningò is appropriate here; doing so will 

help your orchids to reach their greatest potential and increase your knowledge 

and enjoyment of the hobby. 

Generally, temperatures between 50Á and 80Á F (10Á to 27Á C) are ideal for or-

chids; but occasional brief periods of temperatures above 100 F (38 C) or drops 

even into the 30s (0 C) will not harm most orchids as long as no frost forms on 

the leaves. Cold hardiness, the measure of the orchidôs resistance to or ability 

to adjust to cold stress, should be considered when adding new orchids for your 

landscape or collection. The degree of cold hardiness is determined by environ-

mental conditions, the overall health of the plant and its genetic makeup. Some 

species are always killed by colder temperatures, while others can tolerate 

short periods of temperatures near freezing. 

Greenhouses 

Properly planned, a greenhouse may be constructed and oriented to minimize 

the effects of winterôs chill on your orchids. The use of twin-walled instead of 

single-layered glazing materials adds insulation and reduces heat loss through 

the greenhouse exterior. Double-layered materials are also better able to with-

stand the weight of accumulated snow in the wintertime (but never allow the 

snow to remain on the greenhouse or it may cause damage). Attached green-

houses (those with one or more walls attached to a building), partially excavat-

ed and earth sheltered greenhouses retain heat better than freestanding mod-

els, and so cause growers less difficulty and expense to heat. Because one or 

more sides are opaque, attached and earth-sheltered greenhouses do not gen-

erally receive as much sunlight as a freestanding greenhouse. 
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WƛƳΩǎ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ 
Orchid Growing Supplies & Ventilation Equipment  

By Appointment Only  
4157 Lebanon Rd. 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34982 
 
Phone: 772-489-0859 
Fax: 772-489-0080  
Email: sales@jimssupplies.com 
Web: www.jimssupplies.com 

 FPOS members receive            
these discounts: 
Growing supplies 10% 
Ventilation equipment 5%  
 
Supply orders can be delivered 
to the monthly FPOS meetings 
with   1 week advance notice. 

 

 
Cold Injury  

Symptoms indicating cold damage usually become visible some days after exposure to critically low temper-

atures, not during the cold exposure. Cold injury includes damage from temperatures above and below freez-

ing. Chill injury is that caused by low temperatures above freezing, and freeze injury is damage from temper-

atures at or below freezing. Frost damage takes place when dew freezes after it has condensed on leaf sur-

faces if the air temperature drops below freezing. 

The Basics 

Preparation for weathering winterôs chills begins at the point of purchasing your orchids. Choose carefully for 

the growing conditions you are able to provide your plants. If you keep your home or greenhouse cool in the 

winter to save on heating costs, avoid the warmer-growing genera such as phalaenopsis and vanda. Instead, 

stick to intermediate- (most brassavolas, cattleyas, dendrobiums, epidendrums, laelias or mottled-leaved pa-

phiopedilums) or cooler-growing (cymbidiums, masdevallias, miltonias, odontoglossums, oncidiums, plain-

leaved paphiopedilums or sophronitis) orchids, depending on the conditions they will be grown under during 

the summer months. White or yellow vandas, as well as some dendrobiums (phalaenopsis-and antelope-

types), are especially cold sensitive and do not like temperature drops below 60Á F (16Á C), and can be par-

ticularly prone to losing leaves when exposed to cooler temperatures. Seedlings and immature plants, partic-

ularly those in flasks or compots, are also much more sensitive to chills than their mature counterparts. 


